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TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, October 21st, 2021 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  
 
  Present: Jason Ebbs, Tim Frelier, Mary Sweeney, Eric Tait, Mark Valentine 
 
  Absent: Sarah Clauser, Laurie Enos, Daniel McCusker, Andy Moore, Captain Scott Alberti 
 
  Guests: No Guests 
 
 
II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
  a.  September 16th, 2021 – Mary Sweeney motioned to approve the minutes.  Jason Ebbs  
   seconded the motion. 
 
 
III.  COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS:    
 

1. Blossom Road - Speeding Concern 
 

Mark Valentine shared with the committee that staff received an email from a resident with 
concerns of speeding on Blossom Road.  Mark explained to the committee that Blossom 
Road is a state road, therefore, it does not fall under the town's jurisdiction.  Staff shared the 
resident email with NYSDOT.  Andy Moore (Transportation Committee Chairman) received 
an update from the resident on Blossom road that she received a response back from 
NYSDOT and also from the sheriff's office.  NYSDOT informed the resident that proper 
signage is already in place on Blossom Road so it is more of an enforcement issue.  The 
sheriff's office will add extra enforcement on Blossom Road to monitor speeds.  The resident 
was happy with the feedback and plan of action. 
 
Tim Frelier asked what the speed limit is at the top of the hill on Blossom Road and heading 
down the hill. 
 
Mark Valentine replied that the speed limit is 35mph at the top of the hill (near the corner of 
Blossom Rd and Browncroft Blvd) and then changes to 25mph as you head down the hill 
towards Ellison Park.  Mark stated that many people use Blossom Road during their 
commutes when exiting off of Route 590 to avoid the construction at Browncroft/Atlantic and 
Five Mile Line Road.  Mark shared that the construction to improve traffic flow on the corner 
of Five Mile Line Rd and Atlantic is almost complete.  The turn lanes are in and traffic flow 
has improved.  Hopefully, the heavy use of Blossom Rd to avoid the area will decrease. 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 Extra enforcement will be put in place by the Sheriff's office on Blossom Road 
 
 

2. Harris Road - Speeding Concern  
 
Mark Valentine shared that staff received an email from a resident concerning excessive 
speeds on Harris Road.  Traffic counters and the speed cart were placed in the area of Harris 
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Road and Sweets Corners Road in the past because of previous speeding concerns.  Mark 
stated that the speed cart could be placed back in the area to remind drivers to slow down.  
Because of the weather conditions this time of year, the traffic counters are not usually put 
out, however, if there is a stretch of good weather it might be possible to put them out and 
pinpoint a certain time when traffic is the heaviest.  It is difficult to control speeding on roads 
like Harris Rd and Salt Rd because they are straight/connector roads that carry a lot of traffic. 
 
Tim Frelier asked where the RG&E right away is located. 
 
Mark Valentine replied that it is located on the north side of Atlantic Avenue on the corner of 
Harris Road and Penfield Center Road.  If counters can be placed, the collected data will be 
forwarded to the sheriff's office to help them determine when the best time would be to add 
extra enforcement to monitor speeding. 
 
Eric Tait stated that Harris Road has been paved for the county by DPW staff over the past 
few years when doing road shoulder widening improvements. Due to the improvements, it is 
a very smooth road which may encourage drivers to speed. 
 
Mark Valentine mentioned that many residents request shoulders and bike lanes, however, it 
seems as though the wider the road the faster cars travel on them. 
 
Tim Frelier commented that the data collected from the county shows that speeds increase 
approximately a couple miles per hour after shoulders are added to the roads which is not a 
big increase. 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 Speed cart and traffic counters will be placed at different times on Harris Road.  
Both will not be placed at the same time. 
 

 The data collected will be forwarded to the sheriff's office for extra enforcement. 
 
 

3. Speeding Near Cobbles School and St. Joseph's 
 
Mark Valentine shared with the committee that staff received an email from Penfield 
resident, Mr. Farneth, concerning speeding on Gebhardt Road near the schools.  Mark 
reached out to DPW staff and the speed cart was placed on Gebhardt Road.  Mr. Farneth 
was pleased about the quick action taken by staff to place the speed cart.  Mr. Farneth said 
he would bring a petition to present to the committee and also reach out to the school district 
since he feels that most of the speeding comes from parents and school staff traveling back 
and forth to the schools.  Mark stated that he has not gotten feedback Mr. Farneth as of yet, 
but hopefully the speed cart has helped remind drivers to slow down when they drive to and 
from the schools.  The speed cart only captures speeds as drivers go by but does not collect 
any data. 
 
Eric Tait - stated the cart was placed on Gebhardt Rd last Tuesday or Wednesday and will 
need to be removed soon so it can be recharged.  
 
Mark Valentine stated that the speeding concern will be passed on to the sheriff's office. 
 
Mary Sweeney asked if Mark is expecting to hear back from Mr. Farneth pertaining to the 
conversation he had with the school district.   
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Mark Valentine replied that Mr. Farneth expressed interest in attending the Transportation 
Committee meeting tonight, so Mark expects to hear from him with feedback at some point. 
 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 Staff will forward the speeding concern onto the Sheriff's office.  
 
  

IV.  OTHER BUSINESS:    
 

1. None  
 

 
V.  HELD ITEMS 
 
  1. Qualtrough Road Speeding Concern - Follow Up 
 
   Mark Valentine updated the committee on speed counters that were placed on Qualtrough  
   Rd.  Two of the four counters that were placed did not collect data.  One did not stick to the  
   road and the other malfunctioned.  The data that was collected on the south end of   
   Qualtrough near the Penfield School District is shown below: 
 
     ADT 85% Peak a.m Peak p.m. 
 
   South End:  4,100          41.5    337                    331  
     
   Mark Valentine stated that the posted speed limit is 35mph so the 85% number of 41.5 is 
   fairly high so the data will definitely be shared with the sheriff's office for extra enforcement.   
    
   Eric Tait asked if the traffic counters placed on Qualtrough near the fire station collected  
   data. 
 
   Mark Valentine replied that yes it did collect data.  The speed counter that was placed  
   further north near Scarborough did not collect data.   Due to the wet weather conditions, it did 
   not  adhere to the road.  Mark stated that more people are working from home since Covid,  
   so there seems to be less traffic on the roads, which tends to cause drivers to speed.  Mark  
   also said that as staff was putting the speed counters out on Qualtrough, various residents  
   approached them and were happy to see that something was being done about the   
   excessive speeds. 
 
   Tim Frelier asked what direction the traffic was going when the 85% speed limit was   
   collected. 
 
   Mark Valentine replied that he assumed it was traffic that was heading southbound.  Mark  
   also said that there has been frequent traffic backups near schools in the area, so   
   drivers are looking for alternate routes to avoid those backups.  Mark was contacted by the  
   Webster School District regarding backups near Plank North and Plank South Middle Schools 
   due to parents picking up and dropping off students.  Mark stated that he and Deputy  
   Thurston observed the schools during the morning drop off time and saw heavy backups  
   along Scribner Road.  Mark shared with the school district that it may be a good idea to  
   stagger the start/stop times between Plank North and Plank South.  The school district  
   responded that staggered start/stop times are already in place.  Since Covid, more and more  
   parents are choosing to drive their children to school vs taking the bus and the parking lots 
   cannot accommodate the extra traffic.  
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   Mary Sweeney added that she lives near the schools and witnessed the backups first hand.  
   It  has become a dangerous situation with cars trying to drive around the cars lined up on  
   Scribner Road.  
 
   Mark Valentine stated that the Sherriff's office and the school district are both aware of the  
   issue and trying to come up with other options to rectify the situation. 
    
   Eric Tait shared with the committee that he received a follow up email from the resident that  
   originally contacted him regarding the speeding on Qualtrough Road.  The resident was very  
   thankful and appreciative that the traffic counters were put down, but said that the counter  
   that was placed near the fire station was too close to the intersection of Qualtrough and  
   Broncrowft Blvd.  The data would be skewed because the cars would already be slowing  
   down as they approach the intersection.  The resident suggested that the counters be placed  
   farther away from the intersection, possibly closer to City View or Hallmark. 
 
 

THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 Staff will place the traffic counters further away from the intersection of 
Qualtrough and Browncroft as weather permits. 

 
  2. Tuscany Lane Request for Stop & Children at Play Sign - Follow Up 
 
   Eric Tait updated the committee about the request for a stop sign and children at play sign  
   on Tuscany Lane.  The resident(s) requested that a stop sign be placed at the t-intersection  
   on Tuscany Lane due to drivers not slowing down and paying attention before making the  
   turn.  Currently there is a yield sign as you come into the Tuscany Lane neighborhood at the  
   corner of Sorrento Drive and Tuscany Lane.  Eric explained that the site distance when  
   approaching the t-intersection on Tuscany Lane is slightly obstructed due to some   
   fencing/landscaping on the corner properties.  Also, the road approaching the intersection is  
   curved, so if a car is speeding as they approach the intersection, it does not leave much time  
   for someone to see the approaching vehicles before making the turn.  Eric feels that a yield  
   sign placed at the intersection may be warranted. 
 
   Mark Valentine asked the committee what their thoughts are on considering a yield sign at  
   the t-intersection.   
  
   Tim Frelier stated a yield sign placed at that location would be consistent within this   
   particular neighborhood but not necessarily consistent with other 3-way intersections within  
   the Town. 
 
   Eric Tait said that depending on the location, yes. 
 
   Jason Ebbs asked what the original concern entailed. 
 
   Eric Tait replied that it was a concern of drivers making the turn at the t-intersection, mostly  
   as they are leaving the neighborhood, without ever looking to see if there is any oncoming  
   traffic. 
 
   Mark Valentine shared some photos showing site distance at different angles of the   
   intersection. 
 
   Mary Sweeney stated she was not opposed to a yield sign, but does not feel a stop sign is  
   warranted.  Mary shared that she has witnessed drivers completely ignore yield signs at other 
   locations, but hopes that this would not be the case in this situation. 
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   Jason Ebbs stated that he feels that the residents that live in the neighborhood know how  
   the  traffic pattern works and there is no thru traffic which would be bring in drivers that are  
   unfamiliar with the area.  Jason said that a yield sign would not hurt the situation but it may  
   not  necessarily help either. 
 
   Mark Valentine said that he would hope that drivers would adhere to basic driving laws  
   knowing that they are in a neighborhood setting.  Mark agreed that a stop sign is not   
   warranted and that most people driving in the area are residents of the neighborhood and  
   should be familiar with the traffic flow.  A yield sign, however, may bring a little more attention 
   to the intersection and remind drivers to slow down and check their surroundings before  
   making the turn. 
    
   Tim Frelier agreed that a yield sign may not hurt but it may not help either. 
 
 

THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 DPW staff will work to place a yield sign at the t-intersection on Tuscany Lane 
 
 
  3. 121 Willow Pond Way - Follow Up 
 
   Mark Valentine shared with the committee that traffic counters were placed on the east and  
   west side of the Willow Pond neighborhood.   
 
     ADT 85% Enforcement Period  
 
   West Side:  497          28.7    4pm - 8pm 
 
   Mark Valentine said the resident that originally contacted staff with speeding concerns  
   resides a few houses up from where the speed counter was placed.  The counter was placed  
   in this specific location because it needed to be attached to a stable object to keep it secure.  
   The resident was concerned that the counter should have been placed farther north on  
   Willow Pond Way to collect accurate data because she felt that cars were slowing down  
   before they turned into the apartment complex.  Mark stated that the 28.7mph (85%) is a  
   reasonable speed for that area.   Mark feels even if the counters were placed further north, it  
   would not have significantly impacted the speeds collected from the counters.  Mark also  
   stated that traffic counters were placed on the northern section of the Willow Pond   
   neighborhood (near Carob Court) in the past, and after reviewing the data, it was determined  
   that speed humps are not feasible due to the houses having such short driveways and small  
   yard frontages.  If speed humps were added, vehicles will end up trying to avoid   
   them by driving up on lawns, posing a danger to people, pets, etc.   
 
   On the east side, the counters were placed on Willow Pond Way between Katsura Ct and  
   Live Oak Ct.  The data collected is as follows: 
    
     ADT 85% Enforcement Period  
 
   East Side:  1698          33    7am-8am and 4pm-7pm 
 
   The 85% of 33 is reasonable and not excessive for the area.  The Willow Pond area has  
   been looked at several times.  The committee is not supportive of speed humps for reasons  
   noted above.  Staff will continue to monitor the Willow Pond area for any extreme changes in  
   traffic flow and speeds. 
 
   Eric Tait stated that the posted speed limit is 25mph as you enter the neighborhood on  
   Willow Pond Way as well as just south of the intersection. 
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   Jason Ebbs said that the area on Willow Pond Way near Goldenchain Ct. is a little dense  
   which would make it seem that cars are traveling faster than they actually are. 
 
   Mark Valentine agreed and added that the houses are close to the road with short driveways 
   and there are no sidewalks.  The cars driving by may seem like they are going much faster  
   than they are.  Sidewalks were added on Sanders Farm and Crowne Oak.  Sanders Farm is  
   a main road into the Willow Pond neighborhood and Crown Oak is heavily used as a path to  
   Wegmans.  Sidewalks were requested on Willow Pond Way near Carob Court, however, the  
   Town Board was not supportive due to the short yard frontage.  There is really no room to  
   add sidewalks without them being in the middle of the yards. 
 
   Tim Frelier asked how the data collected recently compares to the data collected in   
   2016.   
 
   Mark Valentine replied that the data was very similar without any major differences. 
 

THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 No Plan of Action:  Recent data has not significantly changed from the data 
collected in 2016.  The committee is not supportive of speed humps. 

 
 
VI.  NEW BUSINESS 
   
  1. Atlantic Avenue/Five Mile Line Rd Intersection Road Improvement Project: 
    
   Mark Valentine updated the committee on the Atlantic Avenue/Five Mile Line Rd intersection 
   improvement project.  The road as been topped, turn lanes have been added, there is  
   temporary span wire with signal heads, and new mast arms are up.  The crosswalk will be  
   striped next week and the pedestrian indicators are up but need some minor repair.    
   Sidewalks around the intersection will be poured next week as well.  The anticipated   
   completion time frame for the project is early November.  Mark said that as he as driven  
   through the  intersection he has noticed an improvement in traffic flow. 
 
   Tim Frelier asked if all the detection is in place. 
 
   Mark Valentine replied that a camera system will be used for the intersection but they have  
   not been put in place as of yet. 
 
   Tim Frelier stated that since the cameras are not operating yet, the intersection is not  
   functioning as it should.  Once the cameras are running, the functionality of the intersection  
   should improve significantly. 
 
   Mary Sweeney brought up the topic of parents/spectators parking on the grass along  
   Scribner Road near Greenwood Park during sports events.  Since the sheriff has put extra  
   enforcement in place in that area, she has not witnessed any cars parked on the grass and  
   it looks like the parking lot is being used as it should.  
 
   Eric Tait agreed and added that he has received some comments from individuals that have  
   noticed a few vehicles still parking on the grass.  The Town of Penfield Recreation   
   Dept. has reached out to the coaches on numerous occasions to inform parents, referees,  
   etc. not to park on the grass. 
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VII.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   
  No Public Participation 
 
VIII.  NEXT MEETING: November 18th, 2021 from 5pm-6pm 
 
IX.  ADJOURNMENT: 5:48 pm 
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